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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address-- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . EE3 This communication is responsive to communication filed on 23 July 2003 . 

2. £3 The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-11 . 

3. [X] The drawings filed on 23 July 2003 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 



5. 



3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

□ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 
INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

□ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1 ) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

□ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 
attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 



Attach ment(s) 

1 . H Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 5. □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

2. □ Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 6. □ Interview Summary (PTO-413), 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

3. U Information Disclosure Statements (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08), 7. □ Examiner's Amendment/Comment 
_ Paper No./Mail Date 

4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 8. Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

of Biological Material 9. □ other . 
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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 



The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Gimeno 
discloses a shoelace fastener comprising first and second fastener bodies disposed 
side by side in a first direction, a pivot axle and a covering member. Each of the first 
and second fastener bodies being formed with a through hole having a hole axis 
transverse to the first direction and further having inner and outer frame portions 
respectively. The pivot axle extends in a second direction transverse to the first 
direction and the hole axes and pivotally interconnects the inner frame portions of the 
first and second fastener bodies. The covering member provides a through lace entry 
hole. The through hole provided in each of the first and second fastener bodies is a 
lace exit hole. Tension applied by the eyelet tabs upon the shoelace forces the 
covering member to clamp respective distal lace segments against the respective edges 
of the lace exit hole of the first and second fastener bodies for maintaining a tightened 
state of the shoe. A manual pulling force applied on the first and second fastener 
bodies results in relative pivoting movement between the first and second fastener 
bodies that release the clamping between the cover member and the respective first 
and second fastener bodies to permit sliding movement of at least one of the distal lace 
segments for loosening the shoe accordingly. Gimeno fails to disclose a pair of 
clamping pins movably retained in each of the first and second fastener bodies and a 
pull unit secured on and disposed the first and second fastener bodies. Accordingly, it 
would not have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
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invention was made to have a pair of clamping pins and a pull unit. Where the pair of 
clamping pins are movably disposed in the second direction between the inner and 
outer frame portions of the first and second fastener member in order to divide the 
through hole into a lace entry side located proximate the inner frame portion and a lace 
exit side proximate the outer frame portion. While the pull unit is secured to the first and 
second fastener bodies and is provided to release the distal lace segments by manually 
pulling the pull unit to cause rotation of the first and second fastener bodies that will 
allow movement of at least one of the clamping pins toward the inner frame portion of 
the respective one of the first and second fastener bodies to permit sliding movement of 
at least one of the distal lace segments for loosening the shoe. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicants disclosure. 
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Hughes (US 776,469), Hart (US 1,481,903), Ray (US 1,832,738), Ishiguro et al. 
(US 4,336,636), Martinez-Gimeno (US 5,029,370), Gimeno (US 5,097,573), Holmberg 
(US 5,924,178), Lee (US 6,003,214), Chang (US 6,094,787), Liu (US 6,571,438), 
Chang (US 6,718,602) and French Patent document FR 2 581 846 are cited to show 
state of the art with respect to shoelace fasteners having some of the features being 
disclosed by the current application. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ruth C Rodriguez whose telephone number is (703) 
308-1881. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 07:15 - 15:45. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, J. J. Swann can be reached on (703) 306-41 15. 

Submissions of your responses by facsimile transmission are encouraged. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
is 703-872-9306. Recognizing the fact that reducing cycle time in the processing and 
examination of patent applications will effectively increase the patent's term, it is to your 
benefit to submit responses by facsimile transmission whenever permissible. Such 
submission will place the response directly in our examining group's hands and will 
eliminate Post Office processing and delivery time as well as PTO's mailroom 
processing and delivery time. For a complete list of correspondence not permitted by 
facsimile transmission, see MPEP § 502.01 . In general, most responses and/or 
amendments not requiring a fee, as well as those requiring a fee but charging such fee 
to a deposit account, can be submitted by facsimile transmission. Responses requiring 
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a fee that the applicant is paying by check should not be submitted by facsimile 
transmission separately from the check. 

Responses submitted by facsimile transmission should include a Certificate of 
Transmission (MPEP § 512). The following is an example of the format the certification 
might take: 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to 
the Patent and Trademark Office (Fax No. (703) 872-9306) on (Date) . 
(Typed or printed name of person signing this certificate) 
(Signature) 

If your response is submitted by facsimile transmission, you are hereby reminded 
that the original should be retained as evidence of authenticity (37 CFR 1 .4 and MPEP 
§ 502.02). Please do not separately mail the original or another copy unless required 
by the Patent and Trademark Office. Submission of the original response or a follow-up 
copy of the response has been transmitted by facsimile will cause further unnecessary 
delays in the processing of your application, duplicate responses where fees are 
charged to a deposit account may result in those fees being charged twice. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
1113. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
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Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Ruth C. Rodriguez 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3677 
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June 25, 2004 




ROBERT J. SANDY 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



